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Barnes & Noble Introduces NOOK Simple Touch
™ 

with GlowLight
™

:
 

World’s First and Only E Ink
®
 Reader That Lets You Read in the Dark 

 

Amazing In Bed and at the Beach – Like Two Readers In One for Only $139
 

 

GlowLight Patent-Pending Technology Delivers on E Ink Customers’ Top Request,  

Ends Bedtime Reading Debate – When One Partner Wants to Read  

and the Other Wants to Sleep 

 

Extra-Long Battery Life: Read for Over One Month with GlowLight On 

 

Pre-Order Today for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Graduation 

 

New York, New York – April 12, 2012 – Barnes & Noble, Inc. (NYSE: BKS), the leading 

retailer of content, digital media and educational products, today introduced NOOK Simple 

Touch with GlowLight, the world’s first E Ink device with patent-pending lighting technology 

that eliminates the number-one problem couples have in bed – having their sleep interrupted, or 

being prevented from falling asleep, when their partner reads with the light on. With a soft, 

adjustable glow, GlowLight gives bedtime readers just the right amount of light for reading, 

without disturbing a sleepy spouse. Like having two Readers in one, the first and only Reader 

designed to let E Ink customers read in the dark is equally amazing at the beach, with a paper-

like reading experience, even in the bright sun. This revolutionary device is the first to combine 

the most advanced and fastest E Ink display with a precise infrared touchscreen, built-in anti-

glare screen for reading in any lit environment, and an evenly distributed and adjustable light for 

reading in the dark. NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight is also the lightest NOOK ever, with a 

long-lasting battery for over one month of reading on a single charge, with the light on. 

Customers can pre-order the newest addition to the award-winning NOOK portfolio immediately 

for just $139 at www.nook.com and in Barnes & Noble stores. NOOK Simple Touch with 

GlowLight will be in stores and homes starting in early May, a perfect gift for Mother’s Day, 

Father’s Day and graduations.  

 

For people who love to read, E Ink’s paper-like readability, no-glare screen and long battery life 

have made it a favorite and nearly perfect device choice, with one exception: reading in bed or 

other low-light environments. And according to a recent Barnes & Noble national survey of adult 

readers, reading in bed is what 64 percent do on a regular basis, so it’s not surprising that the 

number-one request from E Ink customers is the ability to read in the dark to avoid bothering a 

significant other.  
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The Brightest Innovation in Reading 

Barnes & Noble created breakthrough GlowLight technology, an innovative lighting solution 

optimized for low-light conditions, never before seen on an E Ink display and not available on 

any Kindle. NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight delivers uniform light across an E Ink 

display, creating a better nighttime reading experience than LCD. GlowLight turns on instantly 

and adjusts easily with a touch, so customers can control the amount of light, whether in a dimly 

lit or pitch dark room. NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight is the perfect peacekeeper for the 

half of survey respondents who would read more in bed if it didn’t interfere with their partners’ 

sleep.  

 

“To date, readers have had to compromise: either buying black-and-white E Ink reading devices 

to optimize their outdoor reading or color LCD devices to be able to read at night in bed with the 

light off. NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight is like two Readers in one,” said William J. 

Lynch, Chief Executive Officer of Barnes & Noble. “With our new GlowLight technology and 

the most advanced E Ink display available, we’ve created the most versatile, high-utility Reader 

ever; as exceptional for reading in the darkest bedroom as on the brightest beach. At only $139, 

NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight provides customers an amazing value and is the only 

device of its kind in the world.” 

 

Resolving the Bedtime Reading Debate 

For as long as there have been beds, and books, there’s been a common clash between couples at 

bedtime: Lights on, to read? Or off, to sleep? “The Barnes & Noble NOOK Bedtime Reading 

Debate,” a survey conducted March 1-5, 2012, polled 1,358 adult readers across the country 

about their reading habits, and shed new light on this age-old challenge.  

 Bed Heads: Approximately two-thirds (64 percent) of people polled read in bed, and 

nearly a quarter read in bed between five and seven days a week.  

o People who own Readers are among the most likely to read in bed (72 percent) 

and are more likely to read in bed on a weekly basis than tablet owners  

(61 percent vs. 54 percent). 

 The Gender Divide: While reading in bed is a top pick for both genders, there’s a 

distinct divide when it comes to second place: women are likelier than men to read 

outdoors (40 percent vs. 25 percent), and men more frequently read in the bathroom (41 

percent vs. 26 percent for women).   

 The Light/Dark Debate: 77 percent of survey respondents say they or their partner 

requires light for their bedtime reading, although nearly 90 percent say their ideal sleep 

environment is completely dark. 

o Men are far more likely than women to report their significant other disrupts their 

sleep by using a light to read in bed.  

 Keeping Peace: 50 percent of respondents say either they or their partner would read 

more in bed if it didn’t affect the other person’s sleep. 

 Sleepus Interruptus: A partner using a light to read in bed was deemed most disruptive 

by respondents – even more than a frisky partner’s “midnight moves.” 

o 31 percent of respondents noted that a partner’s use of a light to read in bed 

interfered with their sleep or prevented them from falling asleep, while 20 percent 

noted that romantic overtures did the same.  

 Perturbed Partners: Nearly half (42 percent) of survey respondents have gone to sleep 

annoyed because their significant other was reading with a light on. 



 Night Flight, Not Fight: 42 percent of people surveyed say they or their partner has 

physically relocated to another room to read to not disturb the partner who wanted to 

sleep, as most also agreed this was the best way to “keep the peace.”  

o The “lights-on” breach of bediquette leads many to throw in the towel when it 

comes to sleep with flipping on the TV, leaving the room to read or staying up to 

read themselves the most frequent alternatives.  

 

Lightweight and Ultra Portable 

At under 7 ounces, NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight is Barnes & Noble’s lightest NOOK 

ever and 5 percent lighter than the highly acclaimed NOOK Simple Touch. The device’s 

ergonomic soft-touch design makes it super comfortable to hold in just one hand – perfect for 

staying up all night in bed with a can’t-put-it-down novel, or for carrying everywhere. Customers 

can also personalize their devices with an exclusive array of stylish and protective accessories.  
 

Barnes & Noble’s Award-Winning Reading Experience  

NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight brings first-to-the-world lighting innovation to Barnes & 

Noble’s award-winning Reader and reading experience. The most-advanced and fastest E Ink 

display and revolutionary built-in screen protector offer paper-like reading with no glare, even in 

bright sun, and lightning-fast page turns. The company’s exclusive Best-Text
™

 technology with 

adjustable fonts optimizes each letter, so words are crisp and clear. 

 

It’s easy to navigate, shop and read with just the touch of a finger on NOOK Simple Touch with 

GlowLight’s 6-inch touch screen. Touch to turn pages, look up words, highlight passages, read 

your way by adjusting the font size and style and more. Shop the world’s largest digital 

bookstore of more than 2.5 million books, magazines and newspapers and enjoy helpful 

recommendations from Barnes & Noble’s book experts, personalized based on favorite authors, 

as well as those from friends to decide what to read next. Plus, borrow digital books from public 

libraries. 

 

NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight holds more than 1,000 books, plus it has expandable 

memory. It’s easy to keep reading on the go with long-lasting battery life: on a single charge 

with Wi-Fi
®
 off, read for over one month with GlowLight on and over two months with it off.  

 

Availability 

At the amazingly low price of $139, NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight offers an award-

winning reading experience, including a power adapter and built-in anti-glare screen protector at 

no additional cost, unlike Kindle. NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight can be pre-ordered at 

www.nook.com and in Barnes & Noble stores. The newest NOOK is expected to be in stores and 

in homes in starting in early May, in time for Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, graduations and 

summer reading. Experience NOOK products at www.nook.com or at the NOOK Digital Shops
™

 

and displays in one of Barnes & Noble’s nearly 700 bookstores and other leading retailers. 

Barnes & Noble offers Always Free NOOK Support in all of its neighborhood bookstores, with 

more than 40,000 NOOKsellers across the country ready to assist customers with setting up their 

NOOK devices or choosing their next great read.  
 

About NOOK
®
 from Barnes & Noble  

Barnes & Noble's NOOK brand of eReading products makes it easy to read what you love, anywhere you like™ 

with a fun, easy-to-use and immersive digital reading experience. With NOOK, customers gain access to Barnes & 
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Noble's expansive NOOK Store
™

 of more than 2.5 million digital titles, and the ability to enjoy content across a 

wide array of popular devices. NOOK Tablet
™

 is Barnes & Noble’s fastest, lightest tablet with the best in 

entertainment from top services and everything you want in a tablet at a great value ($199 for NOOK Tablet – 8GB, 

and $249 for NOOK Tablet – 16GB). Both NOOK Tablet and the award-winning NOOK Color
™

 ($169) feature a 

stunning 7-inch VividView
™ 

Color Touchscreen to read all of the content you love, shop popular apps, connect via 

email, browse the Web and more. NOOK Simple Touch
™ 

($99) is the fastest, easiest to use reader with the world’s 

best reading screen and the longest battery life and NOOK Simple Touch with GlowLight ($139) features patent-

pending lighting technology that makes it perfect for reading at bedtime and on the beach. Barnes & Noble offers 

NOOK owners Always Free NOOK Support in any of its nearly 700 bookstores, as well as free Wi-Fi
®
 connectivity 

to enjoy the Read In Store
™

 feature to read NOOK Books
™

 for free, and the More In Store
™

 program, which offers 

free, exclusive content and special promotions. Barnes & Noble was the first company to offer digital lending for a 

wide selection of books through its LendMe
®
 technology, available through NOOK eReading products. Find NOOK 

devices in Barnes & Noble stores and online at www.nook.com, as well as at Best Buy, Walmart, Staples, Target, 

Radio Shack, Books-A-Million, OfficeMax, Fred Meyer, P.C. Richard & Son stores, Office Depot, Fry’s Electronics 

and Systemax Inc. retailers.  

 

In addition to NOOK devices, Barnes & Noble makes it easy for customers to enjoy any book, anytime, anywhere 

with its free NOOK Reading Apps
™

, available at www.nook.com/freenookapps. Customers can use Barnes & 

Noble's free eReading software to access and read books from their personal Barnes & Noble digital library on 

devices including iPad
™

, iPhone
®
, iPod touch

®
, Android

™
 smartphones and tablets, PC and Mac

®
. Lifetime 

Library™ helps ensure that Barnes & Noble customers will always be able to access their digital libraries on NOOK 

products and software-enabled devices and BN.com. Barnes & Noble also offers NOOK Study
™

 

(www.nookstudy.com), an innovative study platform and software solution for higher education, NOOK Kids™ 

(www.nookkids.com), a collection of digital picture and chapter books for children, and NOOK Books en español
™

 

(http://www.barnesandnoble.com/ebooksenespanol), the first-ever Spanish language digital bookstore in the United 

States. 

 

For more information on NOOK devices and eReading software, updates, new NOOK Book releases, Free Friday
™

 

NOOK Books and more, follow us on www.twitter.com/nookBN and www.facebook.com/nook.  

 

About Barnes & Noble, Inc.  

Barnes & Noble, Inc. (NYSE:BKS), the world's largest bookseller and a Fortune 500 company, operates 691 

bookstores in 50 states. Barnes & Noble College Booksellers, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Barnes & Noble, 

also operates 641 college bookstores serving over 4.6 million students and faculty members at colleges and 

universities across the United States.  Barnes & Noble conducts its online business through BN.com (www.bn.com), 

one of the Web's largest e-commerce sites, which also features more than two million titles in its NOOK 

Bookstore™ (www.bn.com/ebooks). Through Barnes & Noble’s NOOK™ eReading product offering, customers 

can buy and read digital books and content on the widest range of platforms, including NOOK devices, partner 

company products, and the most popular mobile and computing devices using free NOOK software. Barnes & 

Noble is proud to be named a J.D. Power and Associated 2012 Customer Service Champion and is only one of 50 

U.S. companies so named. 

 

General information on Barnes & Noble, Inc. can be obtained via the Internet by visiting the company's corporate 

website: www.barnesandnobleinc.com. 

 

NOOK
®
, NOOK Tablet

™
, NOOK Simple Touch 

™
, NOOK Color

™
, Reader’s Tablet

™
, Best-Text

™
, NOOK Store

™
, 

NOOK Bookstore
™

,
 
NOOK Magazines

™
, VividView

™
, NOOK Newspapers

™
, FREE NOOK Reading Apps

™
, 

NOOK Kids
™

,
 
NOOK Digital Shop

™
, Read In Store

™
,
 
More In Store

™
,
 
LendMe

®
,
 
NOOK Library

™
,
 
NOOK Books 

en español
™

, NOOK Study
™

, Lifetime Library
™

 and Read What You Love. Anywhere You Like
™

 are trademarks of 

Barnes & Noble, Inc. Other trademarks referenced in this release are the property of their respective owners. 

 

Follow Barnes & Noble on Twitter (www.bn.com/twitter), Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/barnesandnoble) 

and YouTube (http://www.youtube.com/user/bnstudio). 
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