
In The Maze of Bones, Amy and Dan learn a lot about Benjamin Franklin. Crack the codes below to answer questions 
about this Founding Father’s life. A few of the letters are filled in to get you started. Use these hints for all the questions: 
A=3, B=4, C=5, etc. …Z=28

1. What is the name of the famous book that Benjamin Franklin wrote in 1732 that included 
 clever sayings, weather predictions, puzzles, and poems?  

   P  __  __  __            __  __  C  __  __  __  __  ’  __             __  L  __   __  __  __  __  __  
 18 17 17 20           20 11  5 10  3   20  6    21             3 14 15  3 16  3   5 13

2.  In what state was Benjamin Franklin born?

  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __
 15   3   21 21  3   5  10  23  21  7  22 22 21

3.  Benjamin Franklin was a well-known inventor and many of his inventions are still used today.  
 One of Franklin’s most famous experiments took place in 1752 when he flew a kite in a 
 thunderstorm. What did he invent as a result of this dangerous experiment?

 __  __  __         __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __       __  __  __ 
 22 10  7         14 11 9 10 22 16 11 16 9       20 17 6 

4. For older students: Create your own algebraic code to hide a biographical detail from 
 Benjamin Franklin’s life, assigning numbers to each of the 26 letters of the alphabet. 
 Then test your classmates’ code-breaking skills!

BONUS: Save the circled letters above for the BONUS ACTIVITY.  The circled letters will reveal secret information. 

Activity 1

THE 39 CLUES and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. Illustration by SJI Associates



THE 39 CLUES and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Scholastic Inc. Illustration by SJI Associates

Amy and Dan have uncovered many leads on their Clue hunt by visiting libraries around the world.  
Use your knowledge of books and libraries to answer the following questions:

1.  What non-fiction genre focuses on an individual’s life story?

2.  What reference book would you use to look up information on the Liberty Bell?

3.  Where would you look to find the capital of Mexico and what ocean surrounds Hawaii?

4.  What type of book is likely to include the terms “alibi,” “clue,” and “secret”?

There are a number of different types (or genres) of books you can read. Check which types of books are 
fiction and which are non-fiction. Then list an example of each from your own reading.

    Fiction                  Non-Fiction                                    Book Titles
Mystery                 
Humor
Biography
Diary
Fantasy
History
Nature
Reference

Which genre is your favorite, and why?

BONUS: Save the circled letters below for the BONUS ACTIVITY.  The circled letters will reveal secret information.

What reference book would you use to find the definition of the word “freedom”?

 __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

Activity 2
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Pretend you are a travel agent who has been asked to plan a trip for an adventurous explorer. Use guidebooks, 
encyclopedias, and other books as well as online resources, maps, and additional materials to plan a trip to one of 
the cities Dan and Amy Cahill have visited—or any place you’d like to go.  

The questions below will help you gather information about the destination you have selected. Don’t forget to create 
a budget that includes cost of transportation, accommodations, food, admission fees, and other expenses. Then make 
a poster or brochure to explain your trip, show the costs, and sell the tour!

1. Name of city and country you’ve selected: ___________
2. How much would it cost to get to this place? _____________
3. What are some famous landmarks in the place you chose? __________
4. What other cities and countries are nearby? _____________
5. What is the weather like? ________________
6. How do you get around once you’re there (taxi, train, walk, etc.)? ________
7. What kinds of local foods are served there? ________________
8. Are there any customs/traditions that tourists should be aware of? ________

Use the space below (and on the back) to make notes on the research you’ve found and to plan your itinerary and budget.

BONUS: One important city that Amy and Dan do not travel to is the home of the Smithsonian Institution, the United 
States Capitol, and the Lincoln Memorial. Name this city.

 __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ __ __ __ __

Save the circled letters above for the BONUS ACTIVITY.  The circled letters will reveal secret information. 

Activity 3
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Activity 4
Each book in The 39 Clues series is written by a different author, so that the story of the adventures of Amy and Dan 
Cahill passes through many imaginations. To explore the process of creative collaboration, try composing your own 
story with a group of other classmates. Choose any place in the world you’d like to go, then imagine yourself making a 
surprising discovery there. Create a paragraph that describes the setting and the surprising thing you’ve found.

After you’ve written the first paragraph, pass your paper to the next person in your group, who will write the second 
paragraph of your story. Continue until the story is complete. Finally, share, compare, and discuss the stories. Did the 
story end up how the original author thought it would?

Extra Activity: Tikatok
If you would like to see one of your tales come alive as a book, go to Tikatok.com/summerreading, where you can 
use Tikatok’s free book editor and writing tools to create your story, add illustrations, and produce a complete online 
book.  For a fee, you can even publish and order printed copies of your story as a hardcover, softcover, or PDF.
 

BONUS: Where do Amy and Dan head to first in The Maze of Bones?  HINT: It is home of the Liberty Bell.

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __ 

Save the circled letters above for the BONUS ACTIVITY.  The circled letters will reveal secret information. 



This Passport Belongs to:

STUDENT NAME:

SCHOOL:      GRADE:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME:

PARENT/GUARDIAN PHONE # OR EMAIL:

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE:

Dear Long-Lost Cahill Relative,

It is time you know the truth. You are a member of the Cahill family, the most 
powerful family the world has ever known. The secret of the Cahill’s power has 
been lost—hidden around the world in the form of 39 Clues. Find the Clues, 
and immense power is yours. You stand on the brink of your greatest challenge. 
But you are not without help. As a Cahill, you are entitled to a FREE book to 
help you with your quest. Just complete these three easy steps in the 2010 
Barnes & Noble Summer Reading Program to receive your FREE book, 
plus a chance to win a complete set of signed The 39 Clues books:

1. Read any eight books this summer and record them in this Passport. 
 Be sure to document the location you visit in each book. 

2.  Bring your completed Passport to a Barnes & Noble store between 
 May 25 and September 7, 2010.

3.  Choose your FREE reading adventure from the book list featured on 
 the back of your Passport. Your name will be automatically entered in 
 the autographed book sweepstakes.

The hunt for the Clues will take you to the farthest corners of the earth. 
Read quickly. Arm yourself with knowledge for the adventure ahead.

I wish you good luck. You’re going to need it.

Very truly yours,

William McIntyre, Esq.
Representative of the Estate of the late Grace Cahill                     
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Choose your FREE BOOK from the list below

This offer is valid for one free book (from the list on this coupon) at all Barnes & Noble stores between 5/25/10 
and 9/7/10 for a completed Reading Passport, only while supplies last. No purchase necessary. Book choice 
must be made from available stock. There is no guarantee that your book of choice will be available or in stock. 
This offer does not apply to special orders. Limit of 1 free book per school-age child (Grades 1-6); completing 
multiple Reading Passports does not entitle the school-age child to more than 1 free book. Not valid at Barnes 
& Noble College bookstores, B. Dalton bookstores, or through Barnes & Noble.com (www.bn.com). This offer is 
not redeemable for cash, cash equivalents, Gift Cards, or online Gift Certificates, and is not valid on past 
purchases, nor will any returns of books provided pursuant to this offer be eligible for credit of any type. This offer 
is subject to change or discontinuation without notice, however, we will honor all completed Reading Passports 
submitted to a Barnes & Noble store prior to such discontinuation or change. Offer is void where prohibited by law.
 

Bookseller Instructions: Scan all items, then scan 
coupon barcode or enter coupon code to apply discount. 
Alternatively, highlight item to be discounted and select Item 
Coupon (F2). Use Free Item (F3) for non-Members or MBR 
Item Free (F6) for Members, and scan coupon barcode or 
enter coupon code. Collect coupon with purchase as 
coupon may only be redeemed once.

Title Author ISBN
GRADES 1 & 2
Abraham Lincoln:  Justine Korman Fontes 9780756656898
Lawyer, Leader, Legend 
Curious George Cleans Up /  H. A. Rey 9780618896875
Jorge el curioso limpia el reguero       
Frog and Toad Are Friends Arnold Lobel 9780064440202
Gorillas: Gentle Giants of the Forest Joyce Milton 9780679872849
Last One In is a Rotten Egg Leonard Kessler 9780064442626
My Trip to the Zoo  Mercer Mayer 9781577688266
Thomas Jefferson’s Feast  Frank Murphy 9780375822896

GRADES 3 & 4
The Cricket in Times Square George Selden 9780312380038
Half-Moon Investigations  Eoin Colfer 9780786849604
The Hardy Boys: Trouble at the Arcade Franklin W. Dixon 9781416991649
January Joker  Ron Roy 9780375856617
Judy Moody & Stink: The Mad,   Megan McDonald 9780763643515
Mad, Mad, Mad Treasure Hunt
The Puppy Place: Goldie Ellen Miles 9780439793797
Ramona la chinche Beverly Cleary 9780688148881
Ramona’s World  Beverly Cleary 9780380732722
Sophie the Awesome  Lara Bergen  9780545146043

GRADES 5 & 6
The 39 Clues: The Maze of Bones Rick Riordan 9780545060394
The Calder Game  Blue Balliett  9780439852081
El Soñador Pam Muñoz Ryan 9780545176002
Freckle Juice  Judy Blume 9780440428138
Guardians of Ga'Hoole: The Capture Kathryn Lasky 9780439405577
The Hero and the Crown  Robin McKinley 9780141309811
Jim & Me  Dan Gutman 9780060594961
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH  Robert C. O’Brien 9780689710681
My Last Best Friend  Julie Bowe 9780152061975
No Talking  Andrew Clements 9781416909842
The Stolen Sapphire: A Samantha Mystery  Sarah Masters Buckey  9781593690991
The Wonderful Story of   Roald Dahl 9780141304700
Henry Sugar and Six More



Estimado pariente perdido de Cahill:

Ha llegado el momento de saber la verdad. Eres miembro de la familia Cahill, la 
más poderosa familia jamás conocida en el mundo. El secreto del poder de 
Cahill se ha perdido, y está oculto alrededor del mundo en la forma de 39 
pistas. Encuentra las pistas y te harás de un poder inmenso. Te encuentras al 
borde de tu reto más formidable. Pero no careces de ayuda. Como miembro de 
la familia Cahill, tienes derecho a recibir un libro GRATIS que te ayudará en tu 
búsqueda. Simplemente completa los siguientes tres pasos sencillos del 
Programa de Lectura de Verano 2010 de Barnes & Noble para recibir tu 
libro GRATIS, además de la oportunidad de ganar una colección completa de 
libros The 39 Clues (Las 39 pistas) firmados: 

1. Lee cualesquiera ocho libros este verano y anótalos en este Pasaporte;  
 asegúrate de documentar el lugar visitado en cada libro.

2.  Lleva tu Pasaporte completado a una tienda Barnes & Noble entre el 25  
 de mayo y el 7 de septiembre de 2010.

3.  Escoge tu libro de aventuras GRATIS entre la lista de libros que   
 aparece al reverso de tu Pasaporte. Tu nombre se ingresará   
 automáticamente en el sorteo de libros autografiados.

La búsqueda de las pistas te llevará a los lugares más recónditos de la Tierra. 
Lee rápidamente. Ármate de conocimiento para la aventura que te espera.

Te deseo suerte. La necesitarás.

Muy atentamente tuyo,

William McIntyre, Esq.
Representante de la herencia de la difunta Grace Cahill
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NOMBRE DEL ALUMNO:

ESCUELA:      GRADO:

NOMBRE DEL PADRE, MADRE O TUTOR:

Nº. TEL. O CORREO ELECTRÓNICO DEL PADRE, MADRE O TUTOR:

FIRMA DEL PADRE, MADRE O TUTOR:

Este Pasaporte Pertenece a:



1
Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor

Título/Autor
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Elige tu LIBRO GRATIS de la lista siguiente

Esta oferta es válida para un libro gratis (de la lista en este cupón) en todas las tiendas Barnes & Noble, entre el 25
de mayo y el 7 de septiembre de 2010 por un Reading Passport completado, solo mientras duren las existencias. 
No se requiere compra. El libro tiene que ser escogido entre las existencias disponibles. No hay ninguna garantía de 
que el libro que usted elija esté disponible o en existencia. Esta oferta no se aplica a pedidos especiales. Límite de 
1 libro gratis por cada niño de edad escolar (1.º al 6.º Grados); el completar varios Reading Passports no otorga 
derecho al niño de edad escolar a recibir más de 1 libro gratis.  Esta oferta  no es válida en las librerías de Barnes & 
Noble College , las librerías B. Dalton ni en Barnes & Noble.com (www.bn.com). Esta oferta no es canjeable por 
efectivo, equivalentes de efectivo, Gift Cards ni Gift Cards en linea, y no es válida en compras del pasado; asimismo, 
la devolución de un libro de conformidad con esta oferta no le otorgará derecho a recibir crédito de ningún tipo. Esta 
oferta está sujeta a cambio o discontinuación sin previo aviso; sin embargo, aceptaremos todo Reading Passports 
completado que se presente en una tienda Barnes & Noble antes de dicho cambio o discontinuación. La oferta es 
nula donde esté prohibida por ley.

Bookseller Instructions: Scan all items, then scan 
coupon barcode or enter coupon code to apply discount. 
Alternatively, highlight item to be discounted and select Item 
Coupon (F2). Use Free Item (F3) for non-Members or MBR 
Item Free (F6) for Members, and scan coupon barcode or 
enter coupon code. Collect coupon with purchase as 
coupon may only be redeemed once.

Título Autor ISBN
1er y 2.o GRADOS
Abraham Lincoln:  Justine Korman Fontes 9780756656898
Lawyer, Leader, Legend 
Curious George Cleans Up /  H. A. Rey 9780618896875
Jorge el curioso limpia el reguero       
Frog and Toad Are Friends Arnold Lobel 9780064440202
Gorillas: Gentle Giants of the Forest Joyce Milton 9780679872849
Last One In is a Rotten Egg Leonard Kessler 9780064442626
My Trip to the Zoo  Mercer Mayer 9781577688266
Thomas Jefferson’s Feast  Frank Murphy 9780375822896

3er y 4.o GRADOS
The Cricket in Times Square George Selden 9780312380038
Half-Moon Investigations  Eoin Colfer 9780786849604
The Hardy Boys: Trouble at the Arcade Franklin W. Dixon 9781416991649
January Joker  Ron Roy 9780375856617
Judy Moody & Stink: The Mad,   Megan McDonald 9780763643515
Mad, Mad, Mad Treasure Hunt
The Puppy Place: Goldie Ellen Miles 9780439793797
Ramona la chinche Beverly Cleary 9780688148881
Ramona’s World  Beverly Cleary 9780380732722
Sophie the Awesome  Lara Bergen  9780545146043

5.o y 6.o GRADOS
The 39 Clues: The Maze of Bones Rick Riordan 9780545060394
The Calder Game  Blue Balliett  9780439852081
El Soñador Pam Muñoz Ryan 9780545176002
Freckle Juice  Judy Blume 9780440428138
Guardians of Ga'Hoole: The Capture Kathryn Lasky 9780439405577
The Hero and the Crown  Robin McKinley 9780141309811
Jim & Me  Dan Gutman 9780060594961
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH  Robert C. O’Brien 9780689710681
My Last Best Friend  Julie Bowe 9780152061975
No Talking  Andrew Clements 9781416909842
The Stolen Sapphire: A Samantha Mystery  Sarah Masters Buckey  9781593690991
The Wonderful Story of   Roald Dahl 9780141304700
Henry Sugar and Six More
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